
Saint Rafka Maronite

Festival of Saint Rafka, 3rd Sunday of Easter 

The Solemn Celebration of our Patroness 

The Road to Emmaus 

“Were not our hearts burning within us while He 
talked with us on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us?” Where the world might see 
death in the Cross, an instrument of torture in the 
Roman Empire, we have found the fulfillment of 
eternal life promised throughout all of Scripture. 
This fulfillment, as St. Luke records, is found in 
Jesus Himself, Who explains to His disciples that 
He is the completion of what has been revealed 
since the beginning of the world. In each prophesy 
of the Old Testament, an aspect of Christ’s 
salvation is elucidated until He would come to 
fulfill it in person. In the Syriac tradition, rozo or 
mystery/sign is a very important way of reading the 
Bible, as we look we repeated symbols Christ 
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established throughout the history of Israel to prelude His coming. As St. Ephrem 
describes Scripture because of the rozo, Scripture itself is an inexhaustible 
fountain of wisdom with so many layers of meaning to be explored. In this short 
reflection we shall briefly examine one: the rozo of the lamb that tells us about 
the Lamb of God, Christ. 

The Bible is replete with this rozo because it articulately communicates many 
important realities about our God-become-man. As Christ likely explained to His 
disciples, the lamb throughout the Scriptures is the sacrifice that saves Israel by 
its blood from sin. From Genesis, the beginning of God’s promise, when 
Abraham is going to sacrifice his son, Isaac, a lamb takes the place of Isaac and 
saves the promise of Israel (Gen. 22:13). Scripture tells us the lamb is caught in a 
thicket, and St. Ephrem in his Commentary on Genesis aptly points out the lamb 
in the tree delivers the life of Isaac just like the Lamb on the Tree of the Cross 
would deliver our lives. What this encounter tells us is Christ’s generous 
deliverance by the shedding of His blood, though innocent, in place of ours.  

The rozo of the lamb is found, once again, in the Passover meal commanded by 
God in Exodus. Those who ate the Passover by sacrifices a lamb and marking 
their abodes with its blood were delivered from the angel of death, and the Israel 
was eventually free to leave slavery in Egypt to return to the Promised Land. The 
Syriac Fathers point out just as the sacrifice of a lamb led Israel out of slavery 
from Egypt and Pharaoh we have been led out of the slavery of Satan in the land 
of sin back to the Promised Land of the Kingdom, from which sin exiled us. The 
Lamb has sought to restore us to what we have lost. 

The last instance of the lamb this reflection will point out is in Isaiah, where he 
says about the Lamb, “He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth” (Is. 53:7). Though 
Christ could have called twelve legions of angels down to fight His enemies, He 
instead submitted to be crucified on our behalf for He wished to deliver us by 
His voluntary humility.  

Just by the very brief examination of one rozo in Scripture we see so many 
passages of the Old Testament pointing to creation awaiting its Lord’s coming to 
redeem it. For a day our Lord explained these symbols and how He fulfilled them 
to His dear disciples to indicate all things find fulfillment in Him – including life 
itself in His Resurrection. In the sacred Scriptures we are oriented to understand 
His Resurrection more deeply by seeing how all things have proclaimed its 
anticipation since the very beginning of His promise. So let us seek out this 
encounter with Him, both on the road of Scripture and the holy altar.  
        Seminarian Michael Shami 

© 2018 Saint Rafka Maronite Catholic Church,  
Greer, SC. All rights reserved. 



Abouna’s 
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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

Happy Feast of Saint Rafka! 

The Maronite liturgical calendar celebrates the actual feast of St. Rafka on March 23. 
Inevitably, the feast always occurs during Great Lent. Occasionally, as happened this 
year, the feast fell during holy week. This makes it almost impossible to celebrate in a 
grand way our patron saint. Years ago we came up with the formula of celebrating the 
feast of St. Rafka on the Sunday following New Sunday. So this weekend we celebrate 
our holy patroness and beg her intersection before the throne of Our Lord. Through our 
prayers, with her intercession, may we grow in holiness, be in good health, and grow as 
a church community. Happy feast day to all! 

As you noticed, last week I slipped away for a much needed time of rest and relaxation. 
My sincerest thanks to Msgr. Leigh Lehockey for filling in to let me get away. I also took 
time off this past week from both Greenville Memorial Hospital and Saint Mary’s. While 
resting, I have been fighting a urinary tract infection. I rested well, did some light work 
around my residence and visited with friends. I am ready to get back in the saddle as we 
have more baptisms and crownings in the future, so I have to be ready! The one thing 
that I truly enjoy is that this is not a dull parish - always something going on! 

This weekend we will host members of Saint Stephen’s Maronite Catholic Mission from 
Charlotte. They will address us at 
the end of the Liturgy on Sunday. I 
am glad we can have close contact 
to our closest Maronite neighbors! 

Take time to look at our wonderful 
gardens in front of the Church. This 
is truly the beauty of nature! 

Happy Feast Day! See you in 
Church! 

Salaam!  Ab. Bart 



Calendar of Events
April 
14, 12 PM, Baptism 
 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Saint Rafka 
15, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 4:30 PM, Korean Mass 
 7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy 
17, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics 
18, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
  Anointing of the Sick 
21, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
22, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy, Easter 4 
 First Solemn Communion, Luke Dibo 
 4:30 PM, Korean Mass  
7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy 
24, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics 
25, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
  Anointing of the Sick 
28, 1 PM, Crowning 
 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Easter 5 
29, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 1 PM, Baptism 
 5 PM, Byzantine Greek Divine Liturgy 
 7 PM, Last Chance Divine Liturgy 
May 
1, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Veneration of Relics 
2, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
  Anointing of the Sick 
5, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy, Easter 6 

Ramsho and Blessing with the 
relics of Saints Rafka, Sharbel 
Nimatullah, and the Massabki 
Brothers Tuesday evening, 6:30 
PM, Saint Rafka Church. Come to 
offer the evening sacrifice and ask 
God’s blessing, healing, mercy and 
compassion through these holy 
men and women. Bring a friend!

Ramsho and Devotions return April 17



Byzantine Rite Divine Liturgy 

On Sunday, April 29, at 5:00pm, a Divine Liturgy in the Byzantine Rite, in English, will be 
celebrated at St. Rafka Maronite Catholic Church. Father Joseph Matlak, administrator of 
Holy Dormition Eastern Catholic Mission, will celebrate the Liturgy. Join us for fellowship 
afterwards, which will include a brief adult catechesis on the basics of Byzantine Liturgy by 
Father Joseph. For more information, visit dormition.weebly.com or 
email dormitiongreenville@gmail.com.

 قّداس إلهي حسب الطقس البیزنطي
 یحتفل االب جوزیف متلك, راعي بعثة القدس الكاثولیكیة الشرقیة, بقّداس حسب الطقس البیزنطي, باللغة اإلنكلیزیة,
 نهار األحد ٢٩ نیسان الساعة ٥ بعد الظهر في كنیسة القدیسة رفقا المارونیة الكاثولیكیة في منطقة Greer. نتمنى
 مشاركتكم في هذا االحتفال. یتلو القداس درس دیني مختصر عن أسس الطقس البیزنطي على ید األب متلك. لمزید

 من المعلومات زوروا الموقع االلكتروني dormition.weebly.com أو البرید االلكتروني
.dormitiongreenville@gmail.com 

http://dormition.weebly.com/
mailto:dormitiongreenville@gmail.com
http://dormition.weebly.com/
mailto:dormitiongreenville@gmail.com


Vocation to the Priesthood? 

Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary will be holding a discernment weekend 
from Friday April 13 to Sunday April 15 in Washington DC. If you know of anyone 
discerning a vocation to the priesthood, or would like to know more, please give 
him Fr. Dominique Hanna’s phone number (404-525-2505).

2017 Financial Statements 

We thank you for your generosity to Saint Rafka Church. The 2017 Donation Statements 
can be obtained from the church office by calling Joe Chebeir at 864.469.9119 or by 
sending an email to either secretary@saintrafka.org or saintrafkagreenville@gmail.com. If 
you need a printed statement, let Joe know so he can mail it to you or have it in the foyer 
of the church when you come to Liturgy on Sunday. 

The most up to date Maronite Voice is always available here.

http://(http://www.stmaron.org/st-maron-publications/maronite-voice
http://(http://www.stmaron.org/st-maron-publications/maronite-voice
mailto:secretary@saintrafka.org
mailto:saintrafkagreenville@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@saintrafka.org
mailto:saintrafkagreenville@gmail.com


Dear Friends,        Re: End-Stage Kidney Disease 
 
Some of you may already know: I have end-stage kidney disease. My kidneys do not work well enough to keep 
me alive, and my treatment options are limited to dialysis or kidney transplant. 
 
Regular hemodialysis treatments, three times per week for four hours at a time, help my kidneys do their job 
and keep me alive. But a transplant would offer me the ability to live a longer, healthier, more normal life and 
with more freedom. 
 
Finding a kidney for a transplant is not easy. There are 100,000+ people, just like me, on the waiting list for a 
deceased donor kidney.  Time is not on our side. Some die while waiting. I've been waiting nearly six years, 
about a year longer than the average wait time of five years. 
 
There is another option: receiving a kidney from a living donor. Asking a family member or a friend to donate a 
kidney is very difficult for me, extremely personal, takes much thought and involves your family's 
consideration. Your decision will not affect our relationship, and I absolutely do not want a donor feeling 
pressured in any way. 
 
You may not know a lot about living donation, which I did not until recently. Understandably, many people are 
fearful of surgery and what living with one kidney will mean for them. Here's some basic information about 
kidney donation: 
 
•  Most people are born with an extra kidney - only one is needed to live a long, healthy life. 
 
•  As a living donor, you will have a separate team of Healthcare professionals to evaluate you. Their job is 
to help YOU understand the risks and benefits, looking out for YOUR best interests. 
 
•  Cost of your evaluation and surgery will be covered by my insurance; the hospital can provide to you 
more information. 
 
•  Most donor surgery is done laparoscopically, meaning through tiny incisions.  
 
•   Recuperation is usually fairly quick, generally two weeks, for people with desk jobs, to six weeks, for jobs 
involving heavy lifting. 

 

What is a paired kidney exchange? Roughly one-third of kidney failure patients with a willing living donor will 
be unable to receive the kidney because of incompatibility. In a paired kidney exchange, a donor may donate 
their kidney to another recipient in exchange for a compatible kidney for their loved one.  
 
Before deciding, you can explore the living donation program by calling MUSC's Kelly Canavan, my Living Donor 
Coordinator, at 843-792-1594. 
 
A living donation may not be right for you, but you can still help. Please help by sharing my story, spreading the 
word about kidney disease, raising awareness of living donation and helping me and the many others on the 
waiting list. 
 
Thank you for reading and for your concern and for your help in spreading the word about kidney disease.  
Appreciatively, Joe Baranski   864-201-2480  Greer, SC    November 25, 2017 

A Unique Parishioner Call for Help 



 Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the 
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the 
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing 
in Grace and numbers.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation 

Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner 
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education 
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes. 
Contact the Church Office to register. 

Our newest sponsor!

http://www.ststephenmaronite.org
http://www.ststephenmaronite.org


Margaret Prayer List

Margurite LaBella, Gavin Nathaniel 
Mercer, Dakota Miller, David 
Olmstead, Okshana Stachiw, Pixie 
Geren, Mike Dyer, Christ ian 
Pereira, Houda Askar, Jack D’Aquin, 
Moe Mercier, Ed Rauch, Art 
Newton, Mike Georgion, Nancy 
Georgion Jack Yacu, Houda Askar, 
Montaha Achi, Jim Hopsecger, 
Recovery of RS, Ashley Mullinex, 
Bill McAfee, Bill Leon, Sr., Charley 
Dusthimer, Bernadette Smith, Claire 
Barnett, Hans Wascom, Ethel 
Brassel, Katrina Shunk, George 
Vargo, Dan Steinker, Irma Galvan, 
Mary Cleary, Joe Lemire, Mary 
Anne McAfee, Lois Taylor, Virginia 
LaFave, Nabeel Howard, Father M. 
T. Phillips, Paul Cote and Family, 
Paul Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman, 
Joan Bussemey, Special Intention by 
Abouna, Bob Brown, Joe Durham, 
Michael Bays, Patrick Lavelle, Tara 
Galvin, Susan Connor, Bill Hines, 
Beth Banks, Andrea Fiorni-Frazier, 
Shawn Sexton, James and Kaleigh, 
M a r k Pe l l e t i e r, A n t o n e l l a , 
Stephanie, Derek Gerard Solomon, 
JoAn Salloum, Susie, Jim Hopka, 
Family of Colbert Arthur, Berma 
Darlene Bell, Terry Vadnais, Elaine 
Gillen, Amy Hunter, Shawn Sexton, 
Adrian Kassentar, Beth Hopsecger, 
Mark Barnard, Special Intention of 
MKS, Janice Radich, Paula Lemire, 
Becky Jarvis, Lillian Moon, Vito 
Fortuna, Sam Howard, Jr., Betty 
Braun, Deanne Valencia, Sister 
Mary Emmanuel, Katie Frank, 
Beverley Davis, John Fender,  
Thomas Shaluly  

Someone in need of prayer? Let me 
know! 

Saints We Celebrate

April 
 April 23, Saint George the Martyr 
April 25, Saint Mark the Evangelist 
April 27, Saint Simon the Apostle 

April 29, Saint Catherine of Sienna 

April 30, Saint James, Son of Zebedee 

May 

May 1, Saint Jeremiah the Prophet 
May 4, Saint Monica 

May 8, Saint John the Evangelist 
May 9, Saint Isaiah the Prophet 
May 10, Saint Simon the Zealot, Apostle 
(Confederate Veterans Day) 
May 12, Saint Epiphanius, Bishop of Cyrus 

May 15, Our Lady of the Harvest 
May 17, Saint Sirapion the Abbot (Prophet)



April 14 15 Intention Donor

Saturday, 4 PM +Opal Lau Donna & Tom Ziemetz

Sunday, 11 AM Intentions of the Parishioners

Sunday, 7 PM Steve Knight Andy and Ceil Frisari

Wednesday, 7 PM Agnes Schiller Andy and Ceil Frisari

April 21 - 22

Saturday, 4 PM Bill and Mary Anne McAfee Wedding Guardian Angel

Sunday, 11 AM +Jihad Suhail Ayoub, 40 Day Memorial Richard and Afaf Sleiman and 
Nabil and Nadia Achi

Sunday, 7 PM Nancy Dell' Olio Andy and Ceil Frisari

Wednesday, 7 PM Baby Mila Andy and Ceil Frisari

Mass Intentions

Feast New Testament Gospel

Saint Rafka 2 Cor. 1:1-7 Luke 10:38-42

English Mary Anne Lepak

Arabic Karl Warda

Liturgical Readings

Liturgical Items

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers 

The roses on the Altar this week are by Bud Cheshire, (3rd Anniversary) 
in Memory of his beloved wife, +Tina Cheshire. Other flowers are by 
Tina’s children, Paola and Tim Pawlak and Ken and Jen Cheshire. 

To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use 
the envelope provided at the entrance.  Donation is $5.00. The 
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru Saturday. 

New! To review the readings 
online, go here.

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

3nd Bann - William McAfee and Mary Anne McAfee, April 21, 2018 
2st Bann - Connor Jackson and Gabriella Sleiman, April 28, 2018

http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/
http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/


Church Offerings and Attendance

April 8 Saturday 
4 PM

Sunday  
11 AM

Sunday  
7 PM

Total Budget 
per week

+/- Wed.  
7 PM

People 70 64 36 170 170 0 13

Collection $1222.00 $991.00 $312.00 $2525.00 $2,800.00 -$275.00 0

Average  per person $17.46 $15.48 $8.67 $14.85 Holy Hour 0

Building Fund 0 0 0 0 Ramsho 0

Average 0 0 0 2538 YTD $43,773.00

Average Attendance 68 80 29 0

Budget YTD $43,773.00 Actual YTD $41,188.00 Budget +/- $2,585.00

Attendance Year to Date 
4:00 PM     954 
11:00 AM   1118 
7:00 PM     402 
Wednesday 7 PM    115 
First Sunday      40 
Ramsho       16 
Holy Day       18 
Special Liturgy    429 
Funerals      160 
Weddings        35 
Pasta Supper     173 
Lenten Weekday     365 

How are these totals calculated? 

One total graphed to the left is through donations each week. 

The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.

Date Emails Sent % Opened % Clicked

April 8 514 33.6% 15%

April 1 513 34.6% 16.2%

Difference 1 1% 1.2%

Offerings



Scripture Readings for Sunday 
                 

II Corinthians 1:1-7 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the 

church of God that is in Corinth, with all the holy ones throughout Achaia: grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 
God of all encouragement, who encourages us in our every affliction, so that we may be 
able to encourage those who are in any affliction with the encouragement with which we 
ourselves are encouraged by God. For as Christ’s sufferings overflow to us, so through 
Christ* does our encouragement also overflow. If we are afflicted, it is for your 
encouragement and salvation; if we are encouraged, it is for your encouragement, which 
enables you to endure the same sufferings that we suffer. Our hope for you is firm, for we 
know that as you share in the sufferings, you also share in the encouragement. 

Luke 10:38-42 

As they continued their journey he entered a village where a woman whose name was 

Martha welcomed him. She had a sister named Mary [who] sat beside the Lord at his feet 
listening to him speak. 

Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that 
my sister has left me by myself to do the serving? Tell her to help me.” The Lord said to 
her in reply, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things.There is 
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken from her.”



 



Books for Prisoners 

Catholic volunteers to the Greenville County Detention Center are in need of paperback (only 
paperback) books for the inmate library. We will set up a box in Wickett Hall to place your books into 
and these will be collected by Sharon Bookbinder, a volunteers from Prince of Peace Church. This is a 
great way to un-clutter and help those in prison by giving them reading materials. Thanks for your help 
and assistance! Thanks for your help with this project and the books you have brought in - keep them 
coming! 

Sample Paragraph about Registration in Lebanon with Project 
Roots  
 
(For the Church Bulletin, Church’s Facebook Page/Group, and the Church’s Website) 
 
 

 
Fulfill the Dream of Your Grandparents... Reconnect with Lebanon! 
CLAIM YOUR LEBANESE CITIZENSHIP before it is too late! The new 
Lebanese Nationality Reacquisition Law that enables you to do so will expire 
soon! 
Register your Birth and Marriage in Lebanon via Project Roots, No Hassle and No 
Fee. 
Your registration will NOT jeopardize your American citizenship. It will, however, 
help Lebanon maintain demographic and cultural diversity. 
Contact one of Project Roots’ representatives today and begin your registration 
process. You can even begin the process on the following webpage: 
www.projectroots.net/requests.html or on the Mobile APP (www.clf-us.org). If 
you are already registered, please refer another family to register… and help 
spread the word about this free service. You will be making a difference!  
 
 
 

www.projectroots.net  



Graceful Living, Graceful Dying 

Sister Pamela Smith, SS.C.M., Ph.D., Secretary for Education and Faith Formation for the 
Diocese of Charleston will speak on the topic of "Graceful Living, Graceful Dying" on 
Sunday, April 22nd from 12:00-1:30 PM in the parish center of Our Lady of the Rosary 
Church, 3710 Augusta Road hosted by OLR's Respect Life Ministry. Being pro-life means 
protecting life from conception until natural death. End of life issues often confuse people. In 
this workshop, Sister Pam will be discussing the medical, moral, spiritual, and sacramental 
matters which face us as we age, or as we care for people with serious, possibly terminal 
illness. The Church provides great insight and many resources to help us face life’s end. 
Lunch will be provided. Contact Victoria Norris at 864.967.2713 or gvnorris@charter.net for 
more information.  

Attention all women of the diocese of Charleston! Magnificat-Greenville, SC Chapter is 
hosting its next meal on Saturday, April 28 from 9am to Noon, at Hilton Greenville, 45 
West Orchard Park Drive, Greenville, SC, 29615. Join us for fellowship, praise and 
worship, and be inspired by our guest speaker Elise Botch. Given a unique “gift” at birth, 
which others would call a deformity, Elise discovered that this gift opened her to the realm 
of the Spirit and not of the flesh. Elise will give witness that her physical, mental, and 
spiritual growth as a woman of God has been a faith journey embraced by the love of Our 
Blessed Mother Mary and the Sacred Heart of her Son, Jesus. Come and be encouraged, 
and uplifted, and bring a friend! 

For more information go to our  www.magnificat-ministry.org under Chapter Webpages. 
Tickets are $25 and may be purchased by mailing a check payable to Magnificat-Greenville 
by April 18. Along with payment, please include your name, phone number, email, home 
address, and parish, and mail to Beth Snyder, 151 Lake Lyman Heights, Lyman SC 
29365 by April 18.  Reserve your ticket early as seating is limited. For more information 
call Lucille Irving 864-967-7463.

http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=3710+Augusta+Road&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:gvnorris@charter.net
https://maps.google.com/?q=3710+Augusta+Road&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:gvnorris@charter.net
http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/


Ashy Pavilion  

Please remember that 
registered and supporting 

parishioners are free to use 
the Ashy Pavilion for family 

events, reunions, parties, 
etc. Others are welcome to 

rent the facilities. More 
information? Contact 
Richard Wickett here. 

  
Coffee Socials  

If you would like to sponsor 
a Coffee Social In Memory 

Of or In Honor Of someone, 
please call or email the 

office to let us know. 
  

Wickett Hall 

Newly refurbished Wickett 
Hall can be used by our 

registered and supporting 
parishioners for family 

events, reunions, etc. Others 
may request permission to 

rent the Hall. Contact 
Richard Wickett. 

Masses Online 

Where to go to Mass when 
traveling? Look here! 

MassTimes.org 
The Catholic Directory 

Parishes Online 

Birthdays

April
15, Widad Hayek
17, Mathew Antonios Nassif
17, Sister Emmanuel Shaw
18, Ed Rauch
18, Nabil Chackal
19, Nemr Farhat
21, Deacon Dick Murtaugh
21, Francois Sleiman
24, Diana Cox
26, Peter Bouharoun
26, Michelle Sleiman
27, Fahd Zarrouf
27, Marie Howard

Anniversaries
April
18, Nabil and Soraya Chackal
25, Richard and Afaf Sleiman
25, Sam and Sherri Sandbothe

Necrology
April
+Tina Cheshire, April 14, 2015
+Hind Khawaja Michael, April 22, 2008
+Ruby Dumit, April 25, 2012
  

Video on the life of Saint Sharbel 
English subtitles. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka  
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the 
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Rafka 
Click here.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjUq8dvXPfJZGjme385V5dA/videos?&ab_channel=Shrafhard98
http://www.saintcharbel.com/home.php?url=prayers&lgid=0&depid=11&menu=11
http://www.saintrafqa.ca/prayers-to-saint-rafqa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjUq8dvXPfJZGjme385V5dA/videos?&ab_channel=Shrafhard98
http://www.saintcharbel.com/home.php?url=prayers&lgid=0&depid=11&menu=11
http://www.saintrafqa.ca/prayers-to-saint-rafqa
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net?subject=
http://MassTimes.org
http://www.thecatholicdirectory.com
http://www.parishesonline.com/scripts/default.asp
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net?subject=
http://MassTimes.org
http://www.thecatholicdirectory.com
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SAINT RAFQA  
The Lebanese Maronite Nun  (1832-1914) 

1- Rafqa in Himlaya (Lebanon) (1832-1859) 

St. Rafqa was born in Himlaya, one of the villages of northern Metn, on June 29, 1832. She was the 
only child to her parents Mourad Saber el-Chobok el-Rayess and Rafqa Gemayel. 
 On July 7, 1832 she was baptized and christened Boutroussieh. Her parents taught her the love of 
God and daily praying. 

 In 1839, when she was 7 years old, Rafqa lost her mother whom she dearly loved. Her father went 
through poverty, so he sent her to Damascus in 1843 to serve for four years at Assad Badawi's who 
was of Lebanese origin. 

Rafqa came back home in 1847, to find that her father had married another woman named Kafa. 
Rafqa was beautiful, pleasant, humorous, pure and tender with a serene voice. Her aunt wanted her 
to marry her son, while her stepmother wanted her to marry her brother, and the conflict emerged. 
Rafqa felt bad about this and chose to enter the monastic life. 

2- Rafqa in the Congregation of St. Mary (1859-1871) 

Rafqa asked God to help her achieve her desire, so she went to Our Lady of Deliverance monastery in 
Bikfaya, to become a nun, accompanied by two girls, whom she met on the road. When she entered 
the monastery church she felt deep joy and happiness. One look at Our Lady of Deliverance Icon and 
God's voice inviting her to devotion was strongly engraved in her: "You're becoming a nun." The 
Mother Superior accepted her without any interrogation, so she entered the monastery, and refused 
to go back home when her father and stepmother came to discourage her. Therefore Rafqa became a 
student, and on St. Joseph day on March 19, 1861, she wore the Initiation Robe. On March 19, 1862, 
Rafqa presented the monastic vows in the monastery of Ghazir. The new nun stayed with the nun 
Mary Gemayel, in Ghazir's clericalism, run by the Jesuits. 

The purpose was to teach the girls who wanted to enter the congregation of St. Mary. In addition to 
teaching, Rafqa was in charge of the kitchen service. Amongst the clergy, were Patriarch Elias 
Houwayek, Archbishop Boutros el-Zoghbi and others. While in Ghazir, she studied Arabic language, 
calligraphy and calculation. During her stay in Ghazir, and in 1860, Rafqa was sent to Deir el-Kamar, 
to teach youngsters catechism. And during the bloody events that took place in Lebanon back then, 
Rafqa saw with her own eyes many people getting killed. She was strong and courageous enough to 
hide a child under her robe and save him from death. Rafqa spent almost a year in Deir el-Kamar, 
then she went back to Ghazir passing by Beirut. In 1863, following the orders of her superiors, Rafqa 
went to the school of the monastic order in Byblos, where she spent more than a year, teaching girls 
education and faith. Early in 1864, she was transferred from Byblos to maad village, upon the request 
of the great benevolent Antoun Issa; There she spent seven years and established with another nun, 
a school to teach girls.



3- Rafqa in the Lebanese Maronite Order (1871-1914)  

A- In the monastery of St. Simon el-Qarn in Aito: 

While living in maad, and following a crisis in the Congregation of St. Mary in 1871, Rafqa entered St. 
George's church, and asked God for help, and she heard a voice calling her: "You're becoming a nun." 
Rafqa prayed, and saw in her dreams St. George, St. Simon, and St. Anthony the Great, father of the 
monks, who told her: "become a nun in the Lebanese Order." Mr. Antoun Issa made it easy for her to 
go from Maad to the monastery of St. Simon el-Qarn in Aito. She was immediately accepted, and 
wore the Initiation Robe on July 12, 1871, then presented her vows on August 25, 1872, and was 
named the nun Rafqa after her mother. In the monastery of St. Simon el-Qarn in Aito, Rafqa spent 26 
years from 1871 to 1897. She was a role model to other nuns, recalling the regulations, praying, 
living in austerity, sacrificing and working in silence. On the first sunday of October 1885, she entered 
the convent church and began to pray, asking God to make her a part of his divine pains. God 
responded immediately, as the unbearable pains began in her head and moved to her eyes. All 
attempts to cure her failed. After that, it was decided to send her to Beirut to receive treatment, and 
she passed by St. John-Marc's church in Byblos, where an American doctor examined her. During the 
surgery, he accidentally pulled  
 out her right eye. Then the disease hit the left eye, and the doctors considered the treatment 
useless. After all that, she returned to her monastery where she suffered from terrible pains in her 
eyes for 12 years. She remained patient, silent, praying in joy sharing the pains of Jesus. 

B- In St. Joseph monastery al-Dahr in Jrabta: 

 When the Lebanese Maronite Order decided to build the monastery of St. Joseph al-Dahr in Jrabta, 
Batroun in 1897, six nuns of St. Simon monastery were sent to the new one under the supervision of 
Mother Ursula Doumit from Maad. Rafqa was among them. In 1899, she lost the sight in her left eye 
and became blind. With this, a new stage of her suffering began. Rafqa lived the last phase of her life 
blind and crippled. Total blindness, unbearable pain in the sides and weakness in the body, only her 
face was spared and remained shining till the end. Her right hip and leg were disjointed, the bone of 
her shoulder altered its position, and the vertebra became so apparent. Only her hands stayed intact, 
she used them to knit socks and clothes. She always thanked God for sparing her hands, and always 
thanked him for making her a part of his divine pains. On March 23, 1914, Rafqa rested in peace, 
after a life of praying, service and suffering. She was counting on the Mother of God and St. Joseph. 
She was buried in the cemetery of the monastery. On July 10, 1927, her body was transferred to 
another shrine in the corner of the temple of the monastery, following the beginning of the case of her 
beatification on December 23, 1925, and the initiation of investigating her sainthood on May 16, 
1926. 

 Pope John Paul II declared her:  

· Venerated on February 11, 1982  

· Beatified on November 17, 1985  

· Role model in the adoration of the Eucharist in the Jubilee year 2000  

· Saint for the whole church in June 10, 2001
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